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Our Path Forward
Protecting the natural places people love 
for present and future generations
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What can a land trust do to help answer these  
questions? 

First and most obviously, we can protect as many  
priority conservation lands as possible. You can help  
us do this by letting us know when an important  
parcel goes on the market, by letting your neighbors 
and friends know about our work, by supporting a  
land conservation project (see page 4 for details on  
the Bowles Field campaign), or by conserving your  
own land (see page 5 for Felicia Penn’s story). Each 
project can take a year or longer to accomplish, so we 
are always looking to build our pipeline of potential 
conservation lands.

Second, we can weigh in on critical Town decisions, 
such as the Twin Brooks project and the local compre-
hensive plan update, which provide an opportunity 
to consider these questions of development and to 
create balanced strategies for growth. You can engage 
as well by responding to their surveys and serving on 
focus groups. The more people weigh in, the better 
our information and results will be. A responsible plan 
locates development in already developed areas, such as 
underused malls and parking lots. Such plans will also 
encourage our community to be proactive about saving 
the places most important to our community and local 
ecosystems, including farms, camps, golf courses and 
cranberry bogs.   

Third, we can work to share information about how 
critical our natural lands are to our economic future 
and overall community. We share information in many 

ways, such as through our volunteers, who are trained 
by staff to help improve and maintain the conservation 
value of the lands we protect. 

Partnerships new and old can also increase the power  
of our message. This year, events with arts and culture  
organizations (see page 3) connected us with new friends  
and members, opening our eyes to new ways for us to 
build engagement on the land. 

However difficult or complicated the question, there  
is always a path forward, though it’s almost always 
different than what we anticipate it will be. We look 
forward to continuing to learn with you and share  
ideas about the best ways to keep Cape Cod special, 
beautiful, and thriving.   

Sincerely,

Leigh Townes  Janet Milkman 
Board President Executive Director

Dear Friends,
Here are the questions we are asking ourselves lately:

How much development can our peninsula accommodate? How much is too much — 
and where and what kind? How do we balance critical development needs, such as 
housing for people who work here, with the need to preserve the natural resources 

that support our tourism, our ocean-based economy, and us, with clean air and good  
drinking water from our sole-source aquifer?

“A good plan will encourage our community to be proactive about  
saving the most important places, including our farms, camps, golf 
courses and cranberry bogs.”
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On and Off the Trail
BLT’s programs have been focused 
on connecting people to the land 
and to each other in new ways.

Leading a new collaboration called First 
Day Hikes Cape Cod, BLT celebrated the 
new year with over 150 people at a sunrise 
hike and open house. Hundreds of others 
have participated year-round on our  
birding, plant identification, and nature 
walks and hikes. 

Programming initiatives like Words in the 
Wild (featuring local poets like Cotuit’s 
Diane Hanna pictured right), the Art Bus, 
and the Flower Pot Music Concert have  
also nurtured creative new partnerships 
including the Cape Cod Art Center,  
Cotuit Center for the Arts, Cape Cod  
Symphony, Cape Cod Museum Trail,  
Town of Barnstable Department of Natural 
Resources, local libraries, and others. 

Next year’s 40th Anniversary celebration 
promises even more opportunities for  
community collaborations that connect  
people to the land in inspiring new ways.

Connecting to Community 

Making It Count 
This Year

 1 New Barn at  
  Fuller Farm

 45 Land Stewardship  
  Volunteers

 69 Acres/8 Conservation 
  Projects in Progress

 $61,338 Value of Volunteer    Hours to-date in 2021
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True to Barbara Fuller’s wishes, BLT has renewed the 
community and agricultural history of Fuller Farm.  
We have constructed a new post and beam barn to  
store and maintain BLT’s land stewardship equipment 
and support farm-related workshops and educational  
programs. We are especially grateful to volunteers  
Peter Pometti, Beth Odence and Ben Canavan for  

their contribution of time, skills and direction. Through  
partnerships with Resilient Roots on a permaculture 
garden, Goat Green Cape Cod, and the Marston Mills 
Historical Society on researching the farm’s agricultural 
history, the farm promises to continue growing new 
roots in the community.

Fuller Farm Welcomes the 
Community Once More 

Since the 1990’s, Barnstable Land Trust has been work-
ing with the Brazelton family to conserve large parcels of 
their once 100-acre farm near Barnstable Harbor. 

With the completion next year of the Bowles Field  
conservation project, this decades-long effort will  
preserve the last parcels of a 23-acre field of native  
bluestem grasses that serves as a wildlife corridor  
extending between Maraspin Creek and the harbor. 

 A unique and treasured vista for hundreds of neighbor-
hood walkers, residents, and visitors will continue to be 
there for future generations. Our community is thankful 
for the foresight and leadership of the Brazelton family 
and willingness to work with Barnstable Land Trust in 
preserving this iconic landscape.  

Bowles Field To Be Preserved 
for Future Generations

The Lay of the Land
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Felicia Penn has been living in 
the same house, half a block from 
Hyannis Harbor, since 1953,  
when she was 6 months old. She 
remembers when there was only  
one ferry, very few businesses on 
Main Street, and playing on nearby 
sand dunes on the harbor. 

An active community leader, Felicia 
has been a visible advocate for the 
region’s economic growth and  
sustainability. And as a lifetime  
resident with a profound apprecia-
tion for protecting and preserving 
our natural assets, she is partnering 
with BLT to place a conservation  
restriction on her property  

bordering the Great Marsh in  
Cummaquid. The restriction will 
protect the land from development 
forever. 

The land and a neighboring  
parcel with their parents’ house  
was important to the family. With 
the death of their parents, Felicia 
and her sister were looking for a 
way to maintain ownership of the 
land but keep it undeveloped. 

As Felicia said, “Now is the time 
to be mindful of how undeveloped 
land is treated. I think we owe that 
to the generations that follow us.” 

Our Home Forever Protected

After months of community outreach and engagement, 
BLT presented several creative concept plans developed by 
urban design and planning firm, Utile, to accommodate 
open space, housing and environmental goals for the  
Twin Brooks Golf Course in Hyannis. 

BLT and Utile’s work has increased awareness about  
how conservation and housing could work together in 
a smaller, smarter development that supports a more 
healthy, active neighborhood. 

At the same time, BLT worked with the Cape Cod  
Commission as the leading advocate for a stakeholder 
review process on how recreational and working green 
spaces like farms, ballfields, bogs, and golf courses should 
be considered for open space mitigation; to date, the  
Commission’s feedback has been inconclusive. 

These are just a few examples of how we advocate for  
creative solutions that balance conservation with other  
community needs.

Advocating for Creative  
Conservation and  
Development Solutions 

Why Support Barnstable Land Trust?
It has never been more important to protect the natural places that make Cape Cod and the Town of Barnstable 
so special. Donations and memberships help fund urgent conservation, advocacy, land stewardship, and projects  
like Fuller Farm.

“Now is the time to  
be mindful of how  
undeveloped land is 
treated. I think we owe 
that to the generations 
that follow us.”
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IN MEMORY OF 

Al
Joyce Tomlinson

Redmond “Red” Bansfield
John Leni
Elizabeth & Donald Mossa

Bert & Jane Betti
Robert & Elizabeth Betti

Bart Burgess, Ben Auburn,  
& Joe Hinkle

Thomas & Pieter Burgess
Jean Carbonell

Barry & Deirdre Paster
Leslie Scheer

Stephen R. Chodes
Joanna Chodes

Will & Marybelle Cochran
Martha Cochran

Tim & Luby Coggeshall
Caroline Coggeshall &  

David Banta
Nancy & Patti Colbert

Jim Colbert
John Culver

Leonard & Carol Carter
David & Caroline Case
Elisabeth Liberatore
John Pettenati

Paula Marie Danforth
James & Paula Danforth

John DeFeo
Kathleen DeFeo

Terence F. Dewsnap
Catherine Desmond-Dewsnap

Dr. Alan Donheiser
Beverly Donheiser

Jill Edelson
Andrew Edelson

John A. Ehret
Karen S. Brower
Christin & Pat Gillooly
Jennie & Matt Hartley
Daniel & Trina Webster
Bob & Judy Collins
David & Dawn Ely
George & Luanne Graves
Carol Lummus
P. Gordon & Louise Nelson, Jr.

Rosita Fattler
Wolfgang Fattler

John Fitzpatrick
Judith Fitzpatrick

Catherine Freeman
Peter Freeman

Diane Gibson
Brenda Buchanan
Nancy Heiden
Anne Nelson
Gwenyth Reid
Laurance Roberts
Richard Shaw & Holly Reid
Perry Sutherland

Sue & Ned Handy
Louise Mauran

Susan Handy
John & Christine Ehret
Gretchen & Edward Hibben
Joseph Rosario Perroni

Michele Hermann
Joanne Kurtz

Jean Stewart Hilton
Jon & Eliza Lewis

Trafton Hinckley
Lois Wilkerson

Carol A. Hurley & Parker
Robert Hurley

Carol Ann Hurley
Joyce Kazanjian
Peter & Susan Morgan
Faith Kazanjian Stewart

Guy Jackson
Anonymous
Iris Anorga-Cook
Renee & Sharon Bouffard
Marta Downing
Andrew Edelson
Mary Henderson
Rika Henderson
Cynthia & Joshua Jackson
Carol Lyall
Denise McGown
Deirdre Nickerson
Reedy Simons Family
Penelope Rodday
Erin Simons
John C. Solomon
Elliot & Deborah Wheelwright
Richard & Kathy White

Carolyn Keating
Catherine Richardson

Richard J. Kornblum
Barbara Webb

Michael J. Kramer
Steven Chandler

Rick Lonergan
Sheilah Zielinski

Dr. Anthony Lovell
Alyssa Lovell

Bertrand W. Lummus
John & Christine Ehret
Karen Eldred
Sarah Lummus
Raymah Mendleson
Judith Reichert
The Stratford Family
Reva Winston

Carole Vidal Madru
Anne Salas

Oliver & Ellen Martin
Carl Martin

Dennis Mayne
David Cunningham

Irma & Steven Meyer
Rob & Anne Meyer

Claudia Morner & Phil Brennan
Richard & Barbara Kiusalas

Gerald J. Morrissey Sr.
Gerald & Karen Morrissey

Nelson
Daniel Richards & Lynne Pepall

Joan Neuwirth
Roanne Neuwirth

John Wellington Nichols
Mark Nichols

Elizabeth (Liz) Chadwick Nill
G. Craig Schelter

Alia S. Northrop
Daphne Northrop

Jeffrey O’Neil
The Weber Family

Peter Panagore
John Donovan &  

Cora Hureau-Allaire
John Pappas

Cotuit Bay Shores Association
Janice Peterson

Adele Sparks
Kenneth Walcott Powers

Gary & Jane Frieders
John & Jean Quigley

Kristen Coe
Mary & Gene Rooney

Ellen Rooney
Andre Sampou

Joyce Fletcher

With Gratitude
Thank you for honoring those you care for and supporting their love of nature
Gift Dedications from September 23, 2021 – September 12, 2022
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Jack Samuel
Priscilla Jones

Will Sargent Jr. 
William & Julie Sargent

Geoffrey G. Schneider
Jody St. Hilaire

Ann Seamans
Myra Killeen

Connie Soper
Ida Little

Mary Lou Street
Jon & Eliza Lewis
Robert & Cynthia Lister

J. Gordon Swanson
Anne Swanson

John “Swanee” Swanson
Anne Swanson

Bruce & Lois Thayer
Ralph & Denise Thayer

Bruce Thompson
Ralph & Melissa Rondinone

Bruce Thompson &  
Howard Sanders

Robert Andrews &  
Carol Chellino

William Thompson, Jr.
Martha C. Thompson

Bernadette Tremer
Timothy & Beth Herrick

Carol Ann Weston
John & Susan Curtis
Laura Weissman Davis
Alicia Ernst & John Katzman
Deran & Karen Hanesian
Christine Lebowitz
Steve & Deborah Reuman
Karen Walbron
Elizabeth Whyley

Lillian & Joseph Wilker
Leslie Wilker-Manfredonia

Claude Wollak
Jerry & Cathy Wollak

George & Peggy Beale and  
Cliff & Gara Wood

Charles & Martha Clifford
Roland L. Wigley

Nancy Wigley

IN HONOR OF

Red Bansfield
Elizabeth & Donald Mossa

Kelly Barber
Thomas Barber

Jaci Barton
Elizabeth Lewis

Gary Bergstrom
Laura Weissman Davis

Rima Cohen
Sean Cavanaugh

Dale, Jen, Judge, & Cooper
Neila Neary

Leanne DeCosta
Mark Flaherty

Jane Driscoll
John Driscoll

Michael Alan Frishman
Andrew Frishman &  

Leigh Anne Needleman
Katherine Garofoli

Meghan Garofoli
Joyce Kazanjian

Carla Kazanjian
Patricia Merriell

Michael Fitzgerald
My sons

Jane Harvey

Nita Myers
Scott & Elizabeth Myers

N, A, & R
Catherine Cummings

Gil Newton
Southeastern Massachusetts 

Chapter of AMC
Nudelman-McGonigle Clan

Neila Neary
Barry & Deirdre Paster

Sharon & Tom Peters
Rico

Donna Still
Ryan, Caitlin, Jo-Jo, & Fisher

Christine & Richard Paugh
Mary-Gaines Standish

Marguerite O. Standish
Donna Ranta Still

Jill Biscari-Prevost
Lillian Stone

Anita Corman Weinblatt
The Hennigans

Neila Neary
The Lynch, Nakache, &  
Kemether Families

Michael & Catherine Kemether 
Dr. Jane Ward

Stephen Waller
Janet Milkman

Helene Lauffer
The BLT Board

Joseph & Sarah Hawley
462 Main Street

Traci Finnerty
All Land Trusts

Frank & Mary Wojciechowski

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Revenues, Gains and  
Other Support 
For Year Ended December 31, 2021

Contributions & Grants $ 774,737 
Memberships $ 115,171 
Investment income, net $ 35,095 
Realized & unrealized gains $ 222,688 
PPP grant $ 41,528 
Other income $ 3,891 
Fundraising Events, net $ 12,020 

Total Revenues, Gains & $ 1,205,1301 
Other Support 

Expenses  
Program $ 507,950 
Administration $ 38,829 
Fundraising $ 69,052 

Total Expenses $ 615,831 

Changes in Net Assets $ 588,2992

1 Includes funds for land and other  
capital projects.

2 Consists mainly of funds restricted  
for land conservation.
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Pogorelc Sanctuary 
West Barnstable

7

https://blt.org/pogorelc-sanctuary


BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Leigh Townes, President
Karen Daley, Vice President
Deborah Reuman, Treasurer
Justine Laugharn, Clerk

Teens on the Trails The next generation of land stewards are already planting 
seeds for our future. William McNamara III, a Cotuit Eagle Scout, recently completed 
a new boardwalk project at Eagle Pond, and a group of Sturgis Charter Public School 
seniors performed a service day at Bell Farm. The future looks bright as we plan for 
more field-based learning projects with local schools.

About Barnstable Land Trust
Barnstable Land Trust (BLT) is a community-support nonprofit whose mission is to 
preserve the natural resources and special places in the Town of Barnstable and  
nearby areas. We have conserved over 1,100 acres and supported the Town in  
protecting over 11,000 more. 

Hikes and History
Thanks to the support of a generous and  
visionary donor, we designed and printed  
20,000 free copies of three new maps  
filled with helpful information:  
the Barnstable Trail Guide, Cape Cod  
Pathways Trail Guide, and Eagle Pond  
and Little River Sanctuary Trail Guide. 

The Eagle Pond and Little River guide  
provides natural and human history of the property.  
The Cape Cod Pathways map includes many “ancient ways”  
of the indigenous inhabitants from as far back as 10,000 years ago. 

Pick up your free copy in local libraries, visitor centers and BLT’s office  
or access the digital versions at BLT.org.

Wendy Barker 
Ben Canavan 
Robert Callahan
Robert Carey 
Tobey Collins
John Curtis
Karen Weston Hanesian
Joseph Hawley 
Justine Laugharn 
Beth Odence

Barnstable Land Trust 
1540 Main Street 
West Barnstable, MA 02668

Tel: 508.771.2585
BLT.org

@barnstablelandtrust
@barnstablelandtrust

STAFF 
Janet Milkman 
Executive Director

Kelsey Ellis 
Director of Development

Kelly Barber 
Director of Land Stewardship

Sue Dahling Sullivan 
Director of Communications

Amanda Sullivan 
Assistant to the Executive Director

Chris Paugh 
Development & Administrative  
Assistant

Ben Woishnis 
TerraCorps Service Member

PHOTO CREDITS  
Cover: Bowles Field by Julie Early

Barnstable Land Trust is a non-profit charitable 501(c)(3)  
organization, registered with the Massachusetts  
Attorney General with ID #22-2483963. Your gifts  
are tax deductible within the extent of the law.
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https://blt.org/eagle-pond-and-little-river-sanctuary
https://blt.org/get-outside
https://blt.org/
https://www.facebook.com/barnstablelandtrust/
https://www.instagram.com/barnstablelandtrust/

